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One of the first and foremost of Aucrice's regiments, the 12th Infantry
began its career on 3 July {798, when our young nation was threatened by Buropean

powers who were plunderingour fledgling merchant maring, This maritime herassment
continued until the United States wes forcec into 2 ceclaration of war to reassert
its national icentity. It was in this war of 1812 that the men of the 12th first
saw action against a foreign enemy. Aaftcr @ heatou contest for control of New York,
the 12th wes oruered to Fort icHenry, werylande There, after withstanuing 25 hours
of continuous bombarument, 500 men of the 12th Reglient repulsed the assaults of
snglancd's finest tyoopse This fierce bombardiaent was witnessed by a young Americen
lawyer nc‘u 25 2 hostage aboard one of the attacking ships. Francis Scott Key
ignorcd the teunting of his British captors, enc concentrated instcad upon the
woras of & sbrange ncw poem which came to his minc as he watched the battleses

mMTig the star-spangled bamner - 0 long mey 1t wave
Q're the lond of the free and the home of the brave!i!

The ctcc;aues following the wer of 1812 were yeers of netional growth and
expansion, anu as thc young rcpublic pursuca its =-3.anife\st uestiny" in the west,
it wes imevitable tuat friction would Gevelop with our somnolent southern neighbor
~—Mexico, The incvitable camc to pass anc the 12th Infentry egein answered the
call to anas,

In 1846, the Hegiment lended at the port city of Vera Cruz end uarched over-
lend to join General idnficla Scotb's amy at Pucbla, about two-thiras of the wey
to the “e;ci.c?n Gapitol, After fighting its way scross the Geserts and isountains,

@ \))Uﬂ% the 12th ues instruacntel in the final assault upon Mexico
\/

Q-_JJ ﬂ7% U1ty. Elocking the approaci to the city of Contreres, a
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hecavily fortificd town. A utw anca cn;.r(,n. by the wmwn of the 12th rewoved this
last obstacle end thc way wes open to the storicd Holls of Montezuma.

The young nation wes proud of its great udilitery success and territoraal
vauisit.ion, but his after glow of victory was soon diumed by the zathering
clouds of scetionsl conflict. In 1861, the long-fucred stoma finally broke
across thc nation end the 12th Infantry was onc of the first regiments called
by Fresideat Lincola to defuuG thic Union. Luring the Givil Wer the 12th dis~
tinguished itsclf as @ part of the amy of the Fotouwac, end fought in ten of the
eleven major cawpeigns wagea by that amay.

Ferheps the greetest woment in the history of the Rcpiaent occurred on 21
July 1662, curing the Virginia Gospaion of that year. The Union amy had penc-
treted to the ontskirts of the Confederate stronghold of kicimond, but it wes
forcca to helt to cfcad its position in the fecc of a furocious atback led by
General Hobert e Lece The brunt of the assault wes circeted at Gainea' lii.'ll,
the sector held by 470 men of the 12th meglmcnbte Agala end 2zain tihe

gray wave rolled across tne field, but the 12th held its ground ageinst

KSBURG 2

the vastly superior foe, Six hours latcr, it was discovercG thet
aluost 50% of the uegiment, including its coumender, hed follen, It

hed been a costly bottle wut the Unwon amy wes saved to fight again

i
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on other fielus,
fhe war Grogged on and the iien of the 12th bravely fought and fcll in sone
of the ficrcest bettleus in the history of werfarc, The acglacniel colors still

bear the battle strcamers wemoriclizing thosc conilicte in widich the uce 9f the

12th geve their "last full mcesurc of cewotion'-——2néssas, Antieteam, Fredricksbi
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Chancellorsville, Gettysbury, Virginia-1663, wldcrness, spotsylvenia, Cold
Haroor, cuc Fetersburg.
In the ycars following the Givil war tho uetion once azain turnced its enocrgies
to the interrupted scttlauent of the wostern territorics, The ersly pionecr trails

were littered with charrcd Goncstogas and uwmnarkce graves, and the U.S., amy was

given the task of protecting American settlements froi the menace of Indian raids,
’ During this period, in small cowpanies of forty to fifty men, the 12th Reglument

mennce. lonely outposts from thce midwestern prairies to the rocky coastal clifis
of Galifornia,

By thec turn of the century the United States hed completed the difficult task
of national consolication, and with 2 fin: bese of domcstic progress end prosperit]
the nation was ready to teke its raightful place as @ power in the international
coumunity., The aacrican People were proud of their new netional role, ¢na would
soon be given the cheiice to show that they eccepted the great responsibilitics
which are attendant upoir intcrnational preendnecnce, That chance came when the
oppressed people of Cube asked the Unitea States to help ther achieve their inde-

pencence frow the colonial rulc of Spaiile

war was aecelared in 169¢, end the 12th wegiuent lanced in southers Guba to
be,in its march to the Spanish copitol ot sentiego. Wnile enroutc to this objeetis
the 12th participated in the stommng ecunc cepture of il Cancy, & fortress with
thick walls twenty fcet high, aftcr the bricf Cuban conflict Spain's power collap:
around the world anc amcrica found itself thc guerdisn of Spain's island colonies
"“in the Geribbeen and Pzcifice In 1899, thce 12th Regiment wes sent to the Phili-
« ppines to join an 4ducrican Force alrecuy cngaged in quicting @ fierce natiwve

msurrectlon. For 11:s efforis awmso the Moros ia the st wa.nb Jungles of the
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The beginning of World War I found the Regiment stationed in Nogales, Arizona,

fighting lexican border bancits in arizona and Texas, .ith the outbreak of the

War the Regiment was given the responsibility of treining caire for overseas ship-
ment, 'The Re_iment finally rcceived its call to action in iurope, but the war encec
while it was still at the ilew York Port of uabarkation.

In the period of calin between the world wers, the faious 12th wes assigned

to Fort Howard anc. Fort \eshington, where for nearly twenty years it served the
Nation's capitol as an honor guard for presicential inaugurals and official state
mnctioxfxs. During this assigmuent the 12th xﬁs known as the '"President's Owne"

At the outbreak of Worlc War II the >12t.h Regiment was assigned to ﬁle Foufth
Infantry Jivision, Two years of jntensivc training prepared ti:e Regiment for the
role it would play when the "Femous Fourth! lec'-,,‘the way in liomendy and sizeshed

ashore on Utah Beach in the pre—dawn hours oc D-Day, June 6, 1944 From the beach-
heac the men of the 12th sliced through the lazi defenses at Cherbourg and Ste 1o,
 eventual¥ly effecting an Alliec. breakout after bitter hedgerow combat at kortain, i
Liberation of Paris geve new iomentum to the Allied thrust and the 12th Infantry
was in the venguarc leading the wey across wurope into "Fortrcss Gemmeny." The 12U
was instrumental in swashing the Siegfried I:j.ne s anc woved on unflinchingly into
the Battle of Hurtgen Forest, tiic bloodiest single fight of the uropecn vare Foul
Nazi uivisions pounced the U.5. Forces, but the sicricens were not to be stopped.

The Battle of the Dulge wes Gemeny's last desperate gamble for victory, and
the brunt of the bettle fell upon the 12th Infantry, standing fimnly astrice the
path of cscape chosen by the Hazi high coimencs The ficrce atbackers were thrown

back and by iew lear's way, 1945, tinc domoralizcd Nazis withcrew in utier defeate
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For its gellant action in conteining the Gonsan countcratback in the Bttle
of the Mlge, the kogiment rcceivew the Jistinguished Unit Citetion. The Generel
Order awarcing thiis citetion reaa in pert:
The coursge anc fighting cetemuinction of cach manber of the
fAegiuent in the stend along the Sauer Awr prescntec. an in-

spiring c@mple of the invineibility of free men Ducti Amore
Patriae, 'Led by Lowe of Country,'

fter the pramsturc collapse of the Reich that was to have lestcd 1 ,000
years, thc 12th Regiment joined its parcnt Livision in Gemany to teke its place
smong the NiiQ ground forccs deterring tho cggressive ambitions of thec USSRe
In 1956, the 12th legiment roturn.c to Fort Lowis, weshington, whcre it
underwent ¢ pentomic reorgenizetion, becoixing the 1st Battle Group of the 12th
Infantry of the Fourth Infantry uivision. The organizational charts were redrawn
and the unit given a slightly different name, but the men of the 1st Battle Group,
12th Infantry were cetemined to carry on the prouc heritsge and tracitions of the
old 12th Infantr; Regiments
The years following the pentomic roorgeiizetion were by no ieoins y‘ca% of
inactivity for the icn of the 12the. The national deuand for il tery preporeancss
anc the desircabliliy of a2 flexible response o any wilitery contingeney sove
birth to countless treining operations, cxciciscs, and menucvers, During this in-
tensive treining the 12th Infonbry participeted in some notable "firsts! for the
Arys

1. In Cpcration "Desert Rock! the 12th became the first unit to train with
the acwly devclopou tacticel atoiic weapons.

2. In Bxcrcisc "Hocky Shoals" a2 tosk force frow the 12th was the first to
be liftcd by helicopter from the cecks of a navy aircroft carryier to an

= objective far behind thce OCt.Chﬂyc(.‘ uring the first .aejor aaphibious oper-
a on couaucted since jorla Wer II.
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3. In 1960, aftcr intensive treining in aleske, thc unit perticipetec in
Excrcise "Littlc Bear," its first arciic moneuwvers

READ UNIT-HISTORY = PART III -
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m NEXT MONTH ;g"’s,,,;
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In October 1963, the 12th Infentry azein rcorg nized under ¢ new concept and
was redesignated as the 1st & 22 Bettalions, 12th Infantry, The aticntion of the
nation was now focusecd morc enG worc upon the growing turbulence of Southeast
Asia and thc 12th begen en intensive treining prograw in jungle werferc and counter-
insurgency to presare for its anticipated deployment in South Victname

On 8 Gctober 1966, the Usid Gencrel Valker stcomed into the port city of
Wng Tou, nepublic of Victnam. Crowded at the reiling on the decks and the
fantail were thc men of the 12th Infentry, getting their first look at the small
republic thot was losing the battle to prescrve its independence from Commundist

attack, wesperction the Victnamese had eskcd for our help, and the arrival of

@ the Generel lielker and countless other troop ships wes our answer

these breve people. ‘There were no problems in the idnds of these

B men about the Mwhys" or "iherefores of their presence in Vietnam,

@ They werc ¢ now genc:ation of Ausricens in the uniform of their

@ country, politicelly mature ond wisc beyond their years. They knew
Do ]

that they werc in Victnam to fulfill our netion's contractual obli-
getion to the 5sATO Pact of 1955. They had cowe in the intercsts o
the Vietnaiesc People and in our own clcar sclf-intcrest. Basic to
the principles of freedom anu sclf-cetoniination which have sustein
our country for cluost two hundred yeers is the right of peoples
everywhere to live and aevelop in peecc. Qur own sceurity is strong
cuec. by thc detcmination of others to rem2in free end by our fim
commitizent to assist than,.
Once ashore the wen of the 12th founc theuselves strengers in
strenge lond with a climate znd terrcin unlike any they hed ever

expericnce. before, Their first tesk wes to faidliarize thaisclvee
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with their now working cnviromacnt &
to tiic extranes of tuaperature and reinfell., In oruer to cleer the port

for later arrivals the battalion boarced &£ truck conwoy enc trewvelec to %
Cemp kortin Cox, loceted thirty-five i:1les northeest of Seigone. Uhile at
this caup the men of the 12th learncd how to construct the kind of defensive posi=
tions cictete. by the tectics of the encny and the availability of naturel mater-
jals in Vietnow. They Goubled as cigincers ana carpenters to improve the caip in
preperetion for the errivel of the 9th Infantry uivision in Lccamber, 1966.

In cerly Noveaber the Sottalion was on the move 2gain, this tdue to Phuoc Tinh,
vhere the foudlicrizetion ana ereining procecures were broadcncd to incluce battelio
onu compeny-sizec operctions in the field, In lotec Novanber, after alimost four yesx
of stutesice anc in-country training, the 12th Infentry wes rea .y at last to accept
the responsibilities of @ comdst unit of the aucrican Amacc rforces in Victnaiie
Accoruingly, the Bottelion begon pecking for its wove to @ home of its owm at Camp
Reinier, in weu Ticng, Binh uong Frovance, Thc move wes accomplished by mid-Docani

T Settoliou's now besc of operotions wes situeted in the fanous ichelin Rubber
Plentotion, forty-five milcs northwest of Saigon.
The WMarriorsi werc sctisficu with their bosc caape It wes well fortified

enc stretegically located, interuicting 2 score of cnemy troop 2ud supply routes
froi: the senctusry of the Cembodien Jungles to the vettleficlds of the southers

Delto, from their nuwacrous base caups in the vicinity of .ou Ticng, the enciay had
long ~ouinated snd terrorizec the people of the arce. Onc of the first missions of
- the arriors' was to scck out éna uestroy tiesc Vict L’;bng base caiupse One by one
the hivuen tunker enc. twmel cowpluxes were westroyud i thalr ciscourcged tenants

forced to seek shelter uveper in the metice growth of the stoadng jungle,
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The nawe sSuoi Tre will long de rawaubercd in the rccord of the prescnt

couflict. Suoi Tre was @ firc support besc csteblished by @ force of
auerican &ucrican artillory cad :.cchendzow infentry wnits, The 12th wes
m airlifted to wuoi Tre to conduct scurch enu destroy sweeps around the :
perductor of the encampuent. Luring the carly wornding hours of Lerch 21,
1967, the sottelion mede strong coatcet with the 272¢ Viet Cong Rogiaent, end tho fia
support bosc wes subjected to o withering hail of wortars, “dth humen woaves overunnd
the artillery positions, the Micrriors' wcre scint to aid the badly bettercd erviller
men, when the swoke clearcd the raunents of the cnemy Regiment fled in rotreat, lces
ing 647 of their follen courades benind on. the piiztee field of bettle, MThis bottle
said Gaerel ialliom C, Lestuorclend, os he stood on the hood of a jecp acdressing the
weary viciors, "is ¢ uejor victory of the Victnam Wware" 4t & somcwhet later cate the
Cazacnder in Chicf of aucricds araed Forces ackiowlcedged the outstending brevery of
the 12th Infontry 2t Suoi Tre, 3y uxecutive COrder the Presicent dirccted thet the
2d Battalion, 12th Infantry be aworccd the highly prized Fresicdential Unit Citstion.
North of Deu Ticng @ nuubcr of strcaus comc together end give birth to the
Saigon mver, Froa this point of origin thc sluggish stream mcancers south, and on
onc of its lezy curves it biushes the outskirts of weu Tiwvnges In April of 1967, the
"warriors” followcc the o2igon as it pusicd its way south cnd penetrated decp into
fho B ILoi jwoods, an erce long regorced by the cnaay as his personal prescrve, In
tics twiliznt world bencath & double cenopy of vancs cnd treces the Vict Go'né hed )
created & notural mmhouéc with tons of a.amition anc other nccusscry supplics of
ware The ;_:,uards and caretekers of thesc vital supplies retreatoc oefore the c;ef.c-mi'
eavance of the 12th, end the cebturc ond deé‘cmct.d.on of such queatitics of food and

Ssmunition dealt scwere blow to Viet uong cifictivencss in the wirtire ared,
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The year 1967 warked the twenticth caniversary of the partnership between

the 12th Infentry snc the Fourth Infontry uivision. In ingust of 1967, tho
men of the 12th cxchonged the ivy cross of the Fourth for the lightning=
slashed red tero lcaf of the 25th Infentry Livision. Just as the Nazis of lorld
Wer II spokc feerfully of "thosc men with the terrible green crosscs on their cms, !
the guerrilles of Vietnaa heve come to fecr the men with '"Tropic Lightning! on their
slecve,

The expericinces goined in nwacrous batiles and opcrations clearly cdewonstreted
thet wobility wes the key to success agoinst au cneuy dediceted to the tactic of
whit enc¢ run." uwuring august of 1967, @ group of 136 men enc 6 officers arrived
2% Deu Tieng to bolster the strength of the Bettelion end icke possible the addition
of a2 fourth rifle couponye The worth and capability of this additional mmscle wos
soon put to the test ot the city of Loc wimh. Just afier sunsct on 3 liovember, &n
estimatod battalion of North Victnauesc Recgulers leunched an all-out atteck against

the Warriors!'! gefensiwe perimetere Throughout the night the ground trembled os
the mcn of the 12th deliwersd their own special brend of discoursgeauont to the
attockin, cnemy. As cown broke and the swoke clsercc the enayy withlrew leeving 80
of their cewad and 7 prisoncrs of wor behind, 4 thorough secrch of tho bettle arce
uncoverca a larsc assortment of weapoins anu iunitions of Chinesc end Russian origin

Yhe festivitics of the Luner licw Year signalle. the begiining of the cnauy's
. Tet Offcasive, cn. the Merriors! werc 2irlifted to join other units around t.hé

beloaguered city of scigon. In the wcdks thet followed, the Vict Gong found to the
.d'isnay that no tuinol wes Guep cnough or bunker well thich enough to shield them
frow tie uetenuined uen of the 12th Infentry. Four wucks of ficrce anc continual

fighting procuce. 326 cnuay killoa in action, 7 prisoners of wer, &nd (iCrous wWedpo
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anc iunitions, inclucin; 28 of the cnay's nost westructive weapon, thoe 122
nillincter rocket.

Today in the rico pocudies ane junzles of the Jdivisional erec of copuretions
northwest of Saigon to the Combodian bomer ¢ new chepter is bein, written in
the history of the 12th Infentry. The prescat conflict is not yet resolved and
go the record caimot be sct to print, but the proud tredition of the fawous 12th
Infentry will be corsdcd on hore in South Vetnat, It vall be continued because
the wea of the 12th, like their brove forebeors at Gaines! wdll, il GCaney, end
The Bulgc, arc '"led by lowe of country."
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ORIGIN OF HERAIDIC SYMEOLS, Higtorians and social scientists have often noted

the fact that man has always been a flock creature, Not content with a lonely
hemit's existence, man since the dawn of time has fomed fanily, clan, regional
and national groupsjand the membership of these groups have worked together as
warriors, hunters, foodgatherers, and uilders, As thcsc primitive social groups
developed with the passage of time éach of than crcated somo, synbol which reprosonts
their association, Thesa synbols of group identity were passed from one generation
of elder to another, and in time developed: & great religious significance, The
specific symbols employed varied greatly, but each was viewed as a holy object by
the members of the clan or social growp it represented, Thus, the namadic tribes o4
the Asian plains marched behind a staff covered with horse tails, the pre~columbian
Indians of America offered sheaves of ‘grain to carved stone totans, and early
Egyptians counted on the magical protection afforded by long strings of dried
scarab beetles, During the Middle Ages family symbols were painted upon shields
and were the only means awilable to identify the heavily amored knights of the
period, The design of the kingls shicld was soon trensferred to a cloth banner,
and with the rise of modern nation states at a Jater period these barners became
national symbols, It can be seen, thérefore, that since pre~recorded times, man
has created and venerated symbols which stood for his groupe

W ey i e
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COMPONENTS OF 4 COHPLETE COAT OF ARiSs Very offen we hear soldicrs talking about

their unit "crest." They are obviously referring to their unit coat of ams, tut
the crest is actually only one small part of the complete coat of ams, European
heraldry devoloped over the centuries into a rather complicated and exact set of
rules and traditions governing the creation and use of a coat of ams. The U.S,.
Amy has adopted the established rules of military heraldry, and each unit insignia
mst adhere to the traditional rules of hereldry with respect to sizc, shape, color
and designe A unit coat of ams which meets all of thesc criteria can be truly
appreciated as a work of very ancient arte A unit insignia vhich fails to mect the
criteria is referred to as a febascd! device, A correct coat of ams must contair
J, separate items arranged generally in the secuence shown below, A sample of "debae
heradlry is also providca to ‘show the difference between the twos :
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ol Lidea 00 OF GULXOILLTS CF . GOULLT COAT COF LRIS:

I. The CREST. The crest is the topost conponont of 2 coat of nms, cnd its
gencrel purpose is to sijnify the oceupntion or & i@ jor occconplisisacnt of tho
indivicucl, fodly, or undt vhueh the cott of s ruprusiats. For uxeuple,

2 crcst consisting of a crovm is troditionally uscd for roycl fa nilics, Jn astrono-
wer idght wery well use @ ster, oo cetor could usc a coiw de .osk, end @ soldiecr
could usc @ wearon or ¢ head holding & weapons siiarls are often uscd as crests,
prizmarily beccuse of the traits vhich follidore hos assipned o diffcrent eninels,ee
2 foi: for slymess, a lion for courcge, & Jove for ponee, cic. A crest, then, cén
cén bo any object which represcats tiic occupaition or an oubstanding achiovaacnt of
the owier of the coat of ams, It con be quite plain, or exbraicly omate, consisti
of combinations of anirls cnd objects ane serolls (ns in ‘e ryel ams of Great
Britain.)

II. The T0#SS. L@ the Micdle wges the heluets wor by lights ac coizon soldicrs
were often uncomfortable anl toe lar e for the hcal, [his was reqicied by wearing
a soft cloth cap buncoth the heavy uetel helict, IZefore ang .ejor capaign, tourndn
or eiteacel crsace a soldicrs wife wcde tiie speeicl heliieb cep eid had it blessed B
the locsl priest before presenting it to hor husbinl &b his ceparture, It was rcge:
as souctiing of ¢ oG luek chami and all soldiers were sroud of their torse as it
meproseated the love of thweir womenfoll ioteldng owr thon in battley The coimuon
solcicrs were only clloued torscs of onc color ¢l plein cloth, b the nobles werc
sianted the right to weer braided beuws of colorcl silke 4 torse of two or iore
colors on @ coct of arms, tiercfore, is taken to icen nobllily of purpose, cevobion,

anc good fortune,

I1i. The SHIBLD. The siiclc foms tlic wajor portion of tic coet of amns, aud it
is wccoratod wmth colors ful Cesiins of objects wuiich are souchow pecndngiul to
tie owner of ke coct of amis. lemy :ilitery units roprodrce the shicld portion of

the coat of cums for its neiders bo weer on thcir unifomi, and. this is the unitb

iepesth which is oxtan :.cntioned in conversations vuiwsoi c.cnbers of the unibe The
slicld is tms cLoscn because it is usuelly tho uost colorful componcint of the unit

coct of ams, aliiouzh soie vaits nave nad the drvire heraldric deviee prodnecd,

be fouad tho 1otin .obto (uys isi, Frueh, cte.) of the indivicual or unit, 1ue
0tto chioses is usucll, a2 parcse of soume specizl sigaificance of e cwiter of the
coat of ams, It can b ¢ slogFn, an cxcerpb from scie uritten praise oi tiie owmer,
or & treditionel vatile cry.

IV. Tho SCROLL or LCETC. This is the perchment scroll bencoth the shicld, Oa it ¢

54 FIBE CUPOLLNTS:

. CRSST f T TORSs
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COMPONGNIS OF 12TH INFAWTRY COAT OF &i#iS

P R e T s T o N e o T8N

I. CHBST, The 12th Infeatry crust is 2n épored am with ‘,
an ungloved hend gresping @ broken flaj staif, Tuis crost

coucuorates a preat jomend in the history of the unit, Iv \% ;/
reprosents tiie stonung of me‘x avily fortific.. blocllouse
at &l Caney in Cube during the Spendsh wiericen Wr. The

fla;, suspended frow the broken flagstelf reprcsents the
cefeat and surrencer of the Spaidsh garrison,

II, 10iSB. The torse iu tlis case is the breided silk X 2 v
cap rcpms\.ntim_, nobility of purpose., The colors of the (;m 3 \]
torse are wiite anl blue and represant tic Infantiy.

III. pHIald. The red sea lion on & gold ba lcsround N 0 /Q:
were telen Fron the Philippine Coabt of .mis, &nd couineil- & L/,
orate the 12t Infeutr's participation in subduing tho e //

ioro Hebullion after the Spanish aierdicen L2r, The colors

here were olso teltea from the Spenish netionel flag. The i SO sy =Y P L

turreted we.ll Gviding the shield represents the blocknouse “l
ccptu:cf by the 12th at il Caney durin the S,.a.n.'is‘m munc =3
iar, The two vx.u.te crosses (callec crosscs moline) cous v.@mo : 7’\

rete the greatest achievenment ol e Wit curmag u.O Civil
War. &b Geines! 1ill curding the Virginia Gempeign, wiacre the

12th hel. its ground beforc the onslaught of a vestly superior /
én&aye. The crosscs rcpresent thc 1ro;. frstening of the mill %
stones at the site of the battle, cnd the peir recall the - Ny

crushin;, losscs sustéincc. The wigwam dth its five poles
represents the five Indien caupergns in walich elements of the

126 Infentry took Darte ? &
IV, LU0T0, e wuniscrolle.. motto uchi & rg Potriece wes \

Alten from the geuerel oror Avarcing wic 12eh Inicutry the [{M A0 RE \"\"‘\“‘E
pistinguishew unit averc. for its waliant LO.L(A.\S‘- of tho Saucr
aver line .urin, e atiapbed Gemman breckout oi the Zattle
of the Mlge im \orld tar II. It may be trauslated FLed oy
Love of Country,.!

You heve every reason to be proud of your coat of ams., In cifecty, it stends as

a zdndture history of thc iwcora &id schicveicnts of your ferous wiibe Ferheps
some ¢a2y in the future so"o..‘bl‘:i.n; acw m..d. be el ed to tic coat of anmis to coumiChe
orete our present ciforts here in the Republic of Wonem. Jhet w you suppose it
will be? Nui Be Jen in tae o..c.‘urot.nu beliing e 502 1ion%.esea pelia tree superiif
upon e crestlesssd big orange maleria pill bencath the WigiinTese 5
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Civil War

Spanish-American War .,;'"“f."'f‘.v ‘ i

;rzg;.ipp;.qe_nge.e_n_;ee,

| E M’ AP ked with black stripes
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Blue and Gold
Red and blue bands
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Green with Red,white,
blue, black & brown
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VIETNAMESE CAMPAIGNS

VIETNAM ADVISORY CAMPAIGH
March 15, 1962 - March 7, 1965

VIETNAM DLFLNSIVL CAMPAIGN
March 8, 1965 - December 24, 1965

VILTNAM COUNTLECIFENSIVE
Lecember 25, 1965 — June 30, 196¢

VILTNAM COUNTEROFFLNSIVE (PHASE IT)
July 1, 1966 - May 31, 1967

VILTNAM COUNTEZROFFENSIVe (PHASE II1)
June 1, 1967 - January 29, 1968

TET CCUNTLROFFENSIVZ
January 30, 1968 - April 1968

April 2, 1968 -
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Campaign and vervice medals earned by merbers of the 12th Infantry since the

Civil war when the war Office/Lepartment of Lefense began issuing medals to
cormemorate involvement of american militars rersonnel in campaigns and operations
en foreign soil...and significant training assignments in unusual areas or environ-
acti ojects carried on by military personnel.
e : 3
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Civil War
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g world war 1 - Victory
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THE 12TH INFANTRY TOTEM NVA REGULAR

Cne of the most unique sights to be seen in the
Republic of Vietnam today is the famous .
Vjarrior" totem pole of the 2d Battalion, ,{' 3¥
12th Infantry. This colorful 40 foot _\\}’ s
totem depicts the major confl1gbsRF FE==t%=

in which the United States < —— iz ~-=

has perticipated since its < <=

founding. Long before the unit's arrival AIET

in Vietnam, the totem pole served to remind €z\\ 3 Z)f.‘_"/’

all incoming recruits of the outstanding per- -=r=:i) e

formances they were called upon to continue as | g

an integral part of the 2/12's fighting forces. GERMAN SOLDIER
pach figure on the totem represents the unit's World Viar II
participation in a major conflict, beginning X

with the wWer of 1812, proceeding through the KA : i

liexican War, Civil .ar, world war I, world .iar I

II, anc now the conflict in Vietnam. w«hen the (\\\‘,}”

unit deployed in Southeast asia, the pole was ¢ ““y,,//q

left behind at Ft. lewis, .ashington. Kesponding PRoia INUIAN WARLICR

to a challenge from his fellow officers, the
Battalion Commander had the pole cut into segemerils
carefulle packed and crated and shipped to Vietna}
It was not until the unit reached Dau Tieng and [
Camp Rainier that the pole was reconstructed. A
large combat infantryman's badge rests near the
top of the structure, symbolic of American Infan
trymen in all wars. The totem now stands as it
did back in the states as a tribute to those who|
have served so faithfully in the 2d Battalion,
12th Infantry since its beginning.

Indian Campaighs

CONFLUERATE
Civil War

# At the present writing, the Unit totem is

still located before the old Battalion Head=
guarters in vau Tieng, left behind when the

battalion was hastily deployed around Saigon
in September...and later situated at Cu Chi as

part of the 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry bivision.
MLXICAN SOLDIZR
Those who fondly remember the famous totem are Mexican war
hopeful that plans can be made in the immediate
future to secure the pole and have it erected

BRITISE SCLUILR
War of 1812
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voldier's medal bronze otar

rurple Heart

medal for merit
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DEFARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 2D BATTALION 12TH INFANTRY
APO San Francisco 96225

AVICTU-SA 5 May 1969

SUBJECT: Briefing of all new replacements (Extract to Appendex A, Adminis-
trative/Tactical SOP)

3. Mission of battalion. To close with the enemy by means of fire and maneuver
in order to destroy or capture him, or repel his assaults by fire, close combat,
and counter attack.

4. Mission of Battalion Headquarters. To command and control assigned combat
elements.

5. Additions to Basic Mission. To conduct military operations, primarily
search and destroy, in assigned areas of operation in Vietnam.

To conduct defense of assigned sector of base camp perimeter at Cu Chi, RVN.

. To assist through military operations, civic actions, and psychological war-

fare means in the pacification of assigned areas vicinity of base camp as well
as in selected tactical areas of operations.

To plan and conduct military operations in conjuction with the South Viet-
namese Military Forces.
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